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During the keynote address 
at the recent A.D. White Frater-
nity and Sorority Leadership 
Conference, Susan Murphy 
’73, Cornell vice president of 
student and academic ser-
vices, issued a challenge to the 
entire Cornell Greek system. 
She spoke about the fact that 
Cornell has one of the oldest 
and largest Greek systems in 
the nation. It is a Greek sys-
tem that started in 1868 and 
even pre-dates the existence 
of residence halls at Cornell. 
She reminded everyone of 
the importance of returning 
to the legacy of the founding 
principles of our Cornell Greek 
system: academic excellence, 
honor, integrity, brotherhood, 
and service. These are ideals 
that we strive to have at the 
forefront of a reinstated SAE 
chapter. The NY Alpha I cher-
ish and the chapter I remem-
ber, at its best, was about a 
spirit of friendship, a spirit of 
service, strong interpersonal 

development, the honing of 
management skills, and out-
standing networking opportu-
nities with the largest fraternal 
alumni base at Cornell. 

With these thoughts in 
mind, your alumni board has 
committed itself to charting a 
path forward for the reinstate-
ment of our fraternal organiza-
tion. As part of this process, we 
have formed a strategic com-
mittee headed by Gus Noojin 
’69. It is imperative to our stra-
tegic committee that we take 
a leadership position both in 
the Cornell Greek system and 
within the SAE national system 
as it relates to designing the 
best possible fraternity experi-
ence for when our active chap-
ter returns to campus.

We can’t make our rein-
statement goal a reality with-
out your volunteer support 
and your financial giving. Gus 
and the leadership of our 
strategic committee will be 
reaching out to many of you 
over the next year to ask you 
to consider lending a hand in 
our reinstatement process. It 
is a process that will be time-
consuming and require all the 
commitment that a True Gen-
tleman can muster. To borrow 
from my beloved Super Bowl 
Champion New York Giants, 
we must be “all in” to make a 
new NY Alpha come to fruition 
at Cornell.

Consistent with this theme, 

new york alpha news
New York Alpha Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon at Cornell University

In the most recent issue 
of the New York Alpha News, 
I advocated for a team to cre-
ate a “clear and compelling 
plan” for the reinstatement of 
our chapter. With the endorse-
ment of the alumni board, 
we have assembled a pow-
erhouse team to work with 
me to develop this strategic 
plan. The brothers who have 
stepped up to offer their time 
and talent to the effort are: Hal 
Sieling ’62, Peter Heylin ’65, 
Bill Perez ’69, Mike Slusar ’86, 
Dave Martin ’94, and Svante 
Myrick ’09. 

We have been work-
ing since fall 2011, and I am 
pleased to report that we 
have made considerable prog-
ress. As of this writing, we 
have completed the first pass 
through all elements of the 
plan. The next step is to solicit 
review and input from a num-
ber of critical stakeholders in 
the process (more on that in 
a moment). While the plan is 
not yet ready for prime time, I 
can share some aspects of the 
work and make a few com-
ments on key themes that are 
emerging.

Taking a cue from Jim Col-
lins’ business classic, Built to 
Last, we have adopted a BHAG 
(Big, Hairy, Audacious Goal): to 
develop the model for Greek 
life in the 21st century. Clearly 
this is an aspirational goal, and 
we hope it will also be inspi-
rational. Frankly, we think that 
something this ambitious is 

required to gain the support 
we need—from Cornell; from 
SAE national; and from you, 
our alumni—to successfully 
reinstate New York Alpha and 
build it into a superior chapter.

To develop the plan, we 
started at square one—by ex-
amining and restating our mis-
sion (our core purpose; the 
reason we exist). To that, we 
added a vision statement and 
set of values (derived from 
“The True Gentleman”) that 
help paint the picture of what 
success looks like. To make 
this more concrete, we then 
developed a set of metrics 
with associated goals that can 
be used to assess the effective-
ness of the new chapter once 
it begins operation. Finally, we 
laid out a set of objectives, 
with specific actions to achieve 
them, that will guide us from 
here to reinstatement.

One objective, critical to 
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NY Alpha: We’re “All In”

SAE cordially invites all of our alumni, family, and friends 
to enjoy refreshments at our cheese-and-cracker reception 
at Hillcrest from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 9. 
Come by to enjoy the company of old friends and take a 
tour to see the recent upgrades to Hillcrest.

The alumni board meeting will be held Saturday, June 
9, at 2:00 p.m., and is open to all alumni.

Reunion: June 7–10, 2012
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achieving our BHAG, is to seek out and sup-
port the use of best practices in key areas 
such as alcohol management, anti-hazing 
policies, recruiting, and new member de-
velopment, to name a few. To do this, we 
intend to engage closely with Cornell’s Of-
fice of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs, with 
the SAE national organization, and with 
anyone else having good ideas or experi-
ence implementing these practices. In that 
regard, we welcome input from you and 
connections you have that will help us find 
these best practices.

Another objective that jumps off the 
page is to transform Hillcrest into a sought-
after living space on campus. As our fra-

ternity home approaches its centennial 
in 2015, it is in need of significant invest-
ment to restore it to its former grace and 
to bring it up to 21st-century standards. To 
attract the quality candidates we need to 
build the new New York Alpha, we must 
have a physical plant that is fully competi-
tive with other housing options. Our agree-
ment with Cornell, the property owner, 
is that we may occupy Hillcrest rent- and 
tax-free so long as we fund operating ex-
penses, maintenance, and capital improve-
ments. The obvious implication is that we 
will need to conduct a capital campaign. 
We have not yet developed the specifics, 
but we view this as a once-in-a-generation 
event. There will be more to come on this 
topic, but begin thinking about how you 

might be willing and able to support such 
a campaign.

We expect to submit the plan to the 
alumni board at Reunion this June and 
begin implementing it shortly thereafter. 
The work to be done is considerable and 
will require significant involvement from 
our alumni. If you have been one of our 
stalwart supporters, we hope you will be 
able to step up once again. If you haven’t 
been too involved but would like an oppor-
tunity, this is your chance to commit some 
time and energy to rebuild SAE at Cornell. 
As I said before, it is worth it to me. I hope 
it will be worth it for you, too.

Gus Noojin ’69
gusnoojin3@gmail.com

I am pleased to report that many of you 
have stepped up your financial support for 
NY Alpha. I am seeing very sizable dona-
tions this year from our traditional donors 
and, more importantly, I am seeing new 
donors come to the forefront in unprec-
edented numbers. Our Cornell SAE Hill-
crest Development Fund giving this year 
stands at $46,461—over $10,000 ahead of 
where we were last year at this time—and 
we finished this past year with $111,000 in 
giving. Your generosity during this pivotal 
time will be critical to our success. Our goal 
remains at $100,000 in annual giving for 
this academic year, and I am confident that 
the “all in” mentality of our alumni base 
will get us there through new and contin-
ued support.

Remember that our agreement with 
Cornell Campus Life assures that all alumni 
monies donated in the past and in the fu-
ture to the SAE Hillcrest Development Fund 
and the SAE Hillcrest Capital Campaign 
Fund will only be spent on preparing Hill-
crest for current student occupancy and our 
future reinstatement efforts. And indeed, 
this is already happening, with many won-
derful changes made recently to the physi-
cal plant of Hillcrest. 

Please consider making the future 
brighter for Hillcrest and NY Alpha and 
continue to give generously to the Cornell 
SAE Hillcrest Development Fund this year. 
As Cornell launches its Reunion year ap-
peal this spring, we would like to remind 
you that you can double the impact and 

giving credit of your class gift by simply 
designating the Hillcrest SAE Development 
Fund #780108 in the “other” category on 
your pledge card when making your do-
nations to Cornell. You may also give in a 
similar fashion at Cornell’s alumni website: 
https://www.giving.cornell.edu/give. By al-
locating your gift to SAE, both Cornell and 
SAE are credited with the full amount of 
the donation. A third option is to use the 
enclosed donor card to give to Cornell and 
SAE. If you have the means, please show 
your leadership by increasing your contri-
bution this year. I would also like to make 
sure you make use of corporate matching 
gift programs, as all corporate matches will 
be credited toward your gift level. It is im-
portant to note that SAE had $13,150 in 
matching gifts last year. 

The fundraising committee is also con-
tinuing the popular “thank-you” gift pro-
gram, which started six years ago. Please 
note that we have tracked prior years’ 
thank-you gifts, and this year, we will again 
ask what your gift preference is should you 
be eligible for more than one gift. The gift 
levels for this year are:

Founder’s Level (gifts of $300 or 
more): receive a handcrafted SAE Hillcrest 
engraved coffee mug

True Gentleman Level (gifts of $500 or 
more): receive a framed True Gentleman 
quotation or engraved coffee mug

Phoenix Level (gifts of $1,000 or 
more): receive a framed photo of Hillcrest, 
a photo of a Cayuga Lake sunset from the 
deck at Hillcrest, or “The Four Homes of NY 

Alpha” collage
Noble Leslie De-

Votie Level (gifts of 
$3,000 or more): re-
ceive a framed wa-
tercolor of Hillcrest, 
a photo of a Cayuga 
Lake sunset from the 
deck at Hillcrest, or 
“The Four Homes of 
NY Alpha” collage

Levere Challenge 
Level (gifts of $5,000 
or more): name en-
graved on a special 
donors plaque at Hill-
crest

I thank you from 
the bottom of my 
heart for your contin-
ued generosity toward 
our fraternity in this 
very challenging time, and I hope that you 
will join me in being “all in” when it comes 
to establishing a new model of fraternity 
at a reinstated NY Alpha when the time is 
right. I hope to see you all at Hillcrest for 
Reunion this June! I feel it is very impor-
tant during this time period in our history 
that as many of us as possible make the 
extra effort to gather together and keep our 
bonds of brotherhood strong.

Phi Alpha,
Mike Slusar ’86 

Fundraising Chair
mslusar@embarqmail.com

NY Alpha: We’re “All In”
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Our goal for
2011–’12:
$100,000

Funds raised
to date:
$46,461



Svante Myrick ’09 Elected 
Ithaca’s Youngest Mayor

The following article appeared in 
the winter 2012 edition of Cornell’s Ezra 
magazine. Read the rest of the article 
on sae-cornell.org; 
log in and click on 
“Alumni News.”

Svante Myrick ’09 
was elected Ithaca’s 
next mayor on Nov. 
8, winning a four-
way race with 54 
percent of the vote.

At 24, he will 
be the city’s young-
est mayor ever; he also will be its first  
African-American mayor. Myrick, who is 
an alderman for Ithaca’s Fourth Ward 
and won the Democratic primary in Sep-
tember, was the first African-American 
mayoral candidate to win a major party’s 
nomination in the city ...

Be sure to also check out Svante’s 
February 29 interview from NBC’s Rock 
Center with Brian Williams on the show’s 
website at rockcenter.msnbc.msn.com.

As Gus Noojin and his team put the 
finishing touches on the strategic plan to 
reinstate New York Alpha, I am reminded 
that, whatever the final plan, it will require a 
great deal of money—and alumni support—
to implement.

Part of our plan is to transform Hillcrest 
into a sought-after living space on campus. 
This will take a minimum of $2.5 million to 
accomplish, and frankly, in my opinion, there 
is a need for more to do all the things that 
will make it perfect.

Tradition has it that reunion classes step 
up and deliver a higher percentage of their 

Cornell Fund giving to the Hillcrest SAE De-
velopment Fund to make capital improve-
ments to Hillcrest. We hope that all alumni, 
not just reunion classes, will heed this call 
and give generously. We also hope that 
alumni with time will step forward and offer 
to help implement the various portions of 
the plan for reinstatement.

Is it worth it given the current situation as 
it is? You bet it is!

My experiences at Cornell, and all those 
afterward with other brothers and the NY 
Alpha Alumni Association, were—and still 
are—among the most rewarding and unfor-

gettable of my life. And I can’t imagine New 
York Alpha not being around so that others 
can have the same positive experiences that 
I have been blessed with over the years.

The process of rebuilding started at Re-
union 2011. There was good alumni par-
ticipation during the board meeting, which 
carried into the reception afterward. We hope 
even more alumni will be there on June 9 as 
we continue the rebuilding process.

Brotherhood is for Life!
Hal Sieling ’62

hds3@cornell.edu

New York Alpha Needs You ... To Come To Reunion!
Please join us on June 9, 2012! We invite you to celebrate the bonds of brotherhood!

Chad Christie ’08, Eric Goldberg ’10, Jason 
Aronson ’10, and Matt Cantor ’09

We have recently created an alumni group on the Linkedin.com social network, 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon-NY Alpha. After you sign in, you can find it by entering that 
name in the search box in the upper right corner and scrolling to “groups.” It is a closed 
group, so please request to join, and it will be approved. Within the group, you can con-
nect with other brothers, as well as receive current news on NY Alpha via email updates.

We also have a group on Facebook, SAE New York Alpha. The same general pro-
cess will occur there. The same information will also be posted on your SAE website, 
www.sae-cornell.org, with some time delay. We encourage you to use these sources 
for current information.

Mayor Myrick
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A Dozen Class Years of NY Alpha Alumni Gather 
for First-Ever “Young Alumni Winter Formal”

On January 21, nearly 80 brothers—all NY 
Alpha alumni—gathered at the penthouse 
of the Hotel on Rivington in New York City 
for a night of drinks and dancing with their 
dates to commemorate what will hopefully 
become an annual tradition: the “Young 
Alumni Winter Formal.”

The classes of 2000–2011 were repre-
sented at the Manhattan hotel, and broth-
ers were able to reconnect with old friends 
and classmates while enjoying spectacular 

views of the city. Some came from as far as 
California to attend, and the fun lasted until 
midnight. David Einhorn ’91 and his wife, 
Cheryl, attended as the guests of honor. It 
was an exciting night for all those attend-
ing, and the message of giving back to the 
house—even as young alumni—was empha-
sized for guests of all ages.

Phi Alpha,
James Norton ’08

jbnorton1@gmail.com

David Einhorn ’91, guest of honor, 
with James Norton ’08
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New York Alpha News

is published regularly by the New York 
Alpha Alumni Association for our members 
and friends. News and pictures are always 
welcome and may be sent by email to  
alumnirecords@sae-cornell.org or to 
NY Alpha Alumni Association of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon, Alumni Records Office, P.O. 
Box 876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.



“I was sorry to read of the demise of George 
‘Scratch’ Wallace ’47, Doug Dillon ’48, 
and William Johnson ’49 in the fall issue,” 
writes Jonathan R. “Jake” Crossley Jr. ’48. 
“Each was delightful to know. Although I 
lived in Binghamton most of my life, I saw 
more of a Hillcrest’s houseman’s son, who 
became an IBM manager, than any brother 
except Milton “Pop” Steele ’17 and McCor-
mick. Best wishes for the return to Hillcrest.” 
Catch up with Jake at 116 Fairview Ave. N, 
Unit 1221, Seattle, WA 98109; jrcrossleyjr@
broadstripe.net.

“I’m still here! Still chasing cows,” reports 
Karl G. Ronstadt ’51. “Good luck to SAE 
alumni re-establishing SAE at Cornell. It was 
an important part of my life there, 1949–
1950.” He has a new address; write to him 
at P.O. Box 27566, Tucson, AZ 85726.

Paul J. Zaferiou ’54 writes, “My wife, Phyl-
lis, and I have been married for 52 years 
and are healthy and happy living in north-
ern Marin County. Our daughter Diane and 
her family live nearby; daughters Julie and 
Stephanie live with their families in Wilton, 
Connecticut.” He hopes for the recovery of 
SAE at Cornell—”With sincere best wishes for 
good health, good fortune, and happiness 
to all, Phi Alpha!” Get in touch with him at 

102A Oliva Ct., Novato, CA 94947.

“I did a cruise from Istanbul—one of my fa-
vorite cities (first time there was in 1956) to 
Venice in 2011,“ reports Curtis S. “Narby” 
Reis ’56. “Stopped in Ephesus; eight Greek 
isles; Kotor, Montenegro (a winner); Du-
brovnik (Croatia); and Venice in September 
2011. My health is reasonably good, and 
I’m still on Cornell’s Alumni Athletic Advi-
sory Committee.” Contact him at 1 Wagon 
Ln., Rolling Hills, CA 90274; curtisreis@
gmail.com.

William J. “Shifty” Schumacher ’57 and 
his wife, Amelia, moved back to New Jer-
sey (Middletown) in early December for a 
year or two to provide childcare for their first 
grandchild, who is the daughter of their son 
Paul and his wife, Renee. Send congratula-
tions to “Shifty” at his new address: 45 The 
Trail, Middletown, NJ 07748; or via email at 
wschu@aol.com.

Howard A. “Howie” Miller Jr. ’59 had a hip 
replacement in December 2011, and was 
home recovering. His passion is his athletic 
grandchildren—Brendan is the sprint (light-
weight) quarterback and a hotel school 
sophomore. Sprint games are Friday night, 
and Howie comes to Ithaca for every game. 

After the game, he has pizza with Bren-
dan, and then drives home so he can see 
his other grandchildren in their contests 
Saturday morning. Grandson Tim was re-
cently accepted as an early admission into 
a Penn engineering/Wharton School five-
year BEng/MBA program. Also a quarter-
back, his high-school team was runner-up 
in the recent New Jersey championship at 
the Meadowlands. Send Howie an email or 
note at sctbray@aol.com; or 741 Jeffrey Rd., 
Moorestown, NJ 08057.

Brothers can get in touch with John Dwayne 
Ferguson ’69 via his new address: 7899 S. 
Union Ave., Apt. 211, Tulsa, OK 74132.

Martin A. “Tony” Morales ’86 has a new 
postal address. Contact him at 165 Christo-
pher St., Apt. 1D, New York, NY 10014.

“My wife and I and our son, Michelangelo 
(3), are now happily living in northern Ohio, 
closer to family,” reports Anthony Santelli 
II ’87. “We hope to see brothers at our 25th 
Reunion at Cornell this June.” Reach him at 
9334 Amber Woods Dr., Kirtland, OH 44094.

William E. “Billy” Mascaro ’04 and his 
wife, Erin, would like to announce the birth 
of their son, Charles Thomas Mascaro, born 
November 25, 2011. If things go according 
to plan, he’ll be the third generation SAE 
in the family, following in the footsteps of 
his grandfather, Charles R. Mascaro (UConn 
’68), father, and uncle Chris Mascaro ’06. 
Send congratulations to the Mascaro family 
at 7 E. Fairway Ct., Bay Shore, NY 11706; 
willymas11@yahoo.com.

our alumni send their news & notes

deceased
We regret to report the deaths of:

Ward L. Luther Jr. ‘35

Robert W. Wilson ‘39

John R. Dowswell ‘41
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Brotherhood: It’s for Life!
I went to Los Angeles and San Francisco 

for Cornell events this past November, and 
was well-treated by several brothers. Art 
Geoffrion ’59 met me at LAX and took me 
to the new J. Paul Getty museum for lunch 
and a visit. It is a moving and magnificent 
place. I particularly enjoyed the architecture 
by Richard Meier, a great Cornellian (’56) 
although not an SAE. We then went to Art’s 
beach club in Santa Monica for dinner with 
his wife, Helen; Hal Sieling ’62; and Pamela 

and Curt Reis ’56. The Reises hosted me at 
their lovely Palos Verdes home.

A few days later, I flew to the Bay Area. 
Britt Stitt ’58 changed the driving directions 
to his Tomales Bay home, and I found myself 
at a small airport in Novato instead. Britt ap-
peared, we hopped into a Piper Cub, and he 
flew all over northern Marin County and the 
seashore—a memorable experience. I had a 
wonderful visit with Britt and Susie, whom 
I recall meeting in 1957 when 1958 SAEs 
(Britt, Cal Allen ’58, Larry Tracy ’58, and Al 
Stout ’58) and I went skiing at Stowe, lodg-
ing at the Round Hearth Inn. Susie taught 
me not to sit on the T-Bar and escorted me 
down the beautiful Toll House Road. 

On the way to the airport, I stopped in 
Greenbrae to see Dave Hugle ’56. Unfortu-
nately, I only had time to see a small part of 
his extensive collection of modern art.

SAEs made this a great trip. Thanks to 
you all.

Phi Alpha,
Ron Demer ’59

rondemer43@gmail.com

Pete Heylin ’65 and his Airstream; wife, Linda; 
and dog visit Hal Sieling ’62 in California.

Curt Reis’56, Pamela Reis, Helen Geoffrion, 
Art Geoffrion ’59, and Ron Demer ’59.


